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opens all the avenues of our mind, and strengthens and enforces his
admonitions, so that they never fail to make deep impressions. They
who speak affectionately and from their hearts speak powerfully to the
hearts of others. This is the property of true charity, the most essential
qualification of a minister of Christ, who is dead to the world and himself,
and seeks no interest but that of Christ and his neighbour in the salvation
of souls.

The following feasts are celebrated on December j :

ST AMBROSE, Doctor of the Church and Bishop of Milan in the fourth century; he holds a
very high place in the history of Latin literature ; he was thirty-four years old when he was made
a bishop, whereupon he broke all ties with the world and gave all he possessed to the poor:
ST FARA, Abbess, in the seventh century.

DECEMBER 8

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED

VIRGIN MARY

So great are the advantages we reap from the incarnation of the Son of God
that to contemplate it, and to thank and praise him for the same, ought
to be the primary object of all our devotions and the employment of our
whole lives.    In the feast of the Conception of the Immaculate Virgin
Mother of God we celebrate the joyful dawning of that bright day of
mercy, the first appearance which that most glorious of all pure creatures
made in the world, with those first seeds of grace which produced the
most admirable fruit in her soul.    Her conception was itself a glorious
mystery, a great grace, and the first effect of her predestination.    Her
Divine Son, the eternal God, in the first moment of her being, considered
the sublime dignity to which he had decreed to raise her, and remembered
that august, dear, sacred, and venerable name of his mother, which she
was one day to bear;   and he beheld her with a complacency, and dis-
tinguished her in a manner, suitable to so near a relation she was to bear.
He called her not his servant in whom he gloried, as he did Israel,1 but
his mother, whom for the sake of his own glory he decreed exceedingly
to exalt in grace and glory.   From that instant the eternal Word of God,
which was to take flesh of her, looked upon it as particularly incumbent
on him, in the view of his future incarnation, to sanctify this virgin, to
enrich her with his choicest gifts, and to heap upon her the most singular
favours with a profusion worthy his omnipotence.   From that very moment
he prepared her to be his most holy tabernacle.    When Almighty God
commanded a temple to be built to his honour in Jerusalem, what pre-
parations did he not ordain!   What purity did he not require in the things
that belonged to that work, even in the persons and materials that were
employed in it!    David, though a great saint, was excepted against by

1 Isa. xlix. 3.